
TABER’S SAN FRANCISCO 

VIEWS 

Isaiah West Taber (1830-1932) was “one of the 

most prominent and ambitious west-coast 

photographers of the last third of the 

nineteenth century”.  [Palmquist & Kailbourn]  

He came to California in 1852 from 

Massachusetts and was a trader and dabbled in 

mining.  Two years later he returned to 

Massachusetts where he learned photography.  

He accepted an offer from Bradley and Rulofson 

in San Francisco to go to work for them and 

moved west.  By 1871 he had his own gallery.  

In the winter of 1875/1876 Taber acquired the 

entire inventory of C.E. Watkins as a result of 

the latter’s financial troubles.  Taber quickly 

converted that acquisition into a most 

successful photographic venture, expanding his 

offerings in many different directions.  For 

additional information about Taber and his 

photographic work, see Bonnett & Bonnett’s 

Taber: A  Photographic Legacy 1870-1900 

(Sausalito: Windgate Press, 2004). 

The following passage is from the Bonnett’s 

book: “Scenic view photographs published by 

Isaiah Tabor between 1880 until 1906 were sold 

mounted or unmounted and usually printed 

with Taber’s reverse caption and logotype along 

the bottom edge.  Most prints were made from 

8 by 10 inch dry plate glass negatives and sold 

in four popular sizes…  Unmounted prints were 

sold flat or shipped rolled around cardboard 

tubes.  Surviving prints mounted by Taber are on 

high-quality board, prints mounted by others 

may be on board of lesser quality... Scenic 

negatives and prints generally were not dated.” 

There are other Taber photographs throughout 

this catalog.  However, images published under 

his name relating to San Francisco are 

predominately listed here.  Most of the 

photographs date circa 1880s-1890s. 

296.  “2510  Birdseye View of the Presidio, 

Golden Gate and Marin County…  Taber Photo., 

San Francisc…”  The 7 ½” x 10” unmounted 

photograph shows the entrance gate with a 

Victorian gatehouse next to it, and a view of the 

mostly wide-open space between there and the 

bay with the Marin County hills in the distance. 

297.  “2818  The Alameda, Garden and Music 

Stand.  Presidio, San Francisco.  Taber Photo., 

San Francisco.”  7 ¼” x 9 1.4” image on a thin 

11” x 14” mount.  The roadway appears to be 

lined with rows of cannon balls. 

298.  “7271  

Huntington Falls 

from the Island, 

Golden Gate Park, 

San Francisco, Cal.  

Taber Photo., San 

Francisco, Cal.”  

Unmounted 7 ½” x 9 ½” image of three rowboat 

parties on the lake in the park.  Crease across 



the top sky portion of the photo and another at 

the lower left corner. 

299.  “7916  Kearny Street, from Bush Street, 

looking North.  Taber Photo., San Francisco, 

Cal.”  Vintage boudoir size print that has been 

more recently applied to a thin cream-colored 

mount that measures approximately 8 ¼” x 11 

¼”.  Busy street scene with a lot of activity, 

including the North Beach & Sixteenth Avenue 

1108  cable car coming towards the 

photographer.  A horse-drawn ice wagon is also 

visible in the view.  Some wrinkling from being 

affixed to its mount, but, nevertheless, a 

striking image. 

300.  “9153  [no title] Taber Photo., San 

Francisco, Cal.”  7 ¼” x 9 ½” photograph 

depicting Pier No. 2, the Ferry Building, and 

many steamboat ferries moored along the bay 

shoreline from a vantage point out on the 

water. 

301.  “B 2.  Chinese Restaurant, S.F., Cal.  Taber 

Photo., San Francisco.”  Printed in ink on the 

bottom portion of the boudoir size mount is 

“Chinese Restaurant”.  Strong, head-on view of 

a three-story, decorated building in Chinatown.  

The mount has been skinned, making it less 

thick than it was originally. 

302.  “B 13.  Woodward’s Gardens, San 

Francisco, Cal.  Taber Photo., San Francisco.”  5” 



x 8” unmounted photograph looking down into 

a portion of the gardens with a gazebo 

structure to right of center on an upper terrace.  

Chipped around the edges, but image is sharp 

and clear. 

303.  “B 29.  The Lotta Fountain, San Francisco, 

Cal.  Taber Photo., San Francisco.”  Boudoir size 

photograph mounted on an unevenly trimmed 

thin mount, approximately 8 ¼” x 9 ¾”.  Lotta’s 

Fountain was commissioned by the actress, 

entertainer, comedian, and philanthropist Lotta 

Crabtree, who began her career as a young girl 

in the gold mining town of Rabbit Creek, 

California.  The cast iron fountain was dedicated 

in 1875.  Originally situated at 3rd, Market and 

Kearny, it was relocated to the intersection of 

Market Street, where Geary and Kearny streets 

connect.  It survived the 1906 earthquake and 

fire and served as a meeting place.  For years it 

has been the site where each April 18th San 

Franciscans come to commemorate the disaster 

and the city’s rebirth.  Many wonderful building 

signs are visible in the photo, including “Holt’s 

Patent Printing Wheel”, “California Elastic Truss 

Co”, “Wm. B. McAllister / Dentist”, “Dr. Ferrer”, 

“Dress Making”, “Centemari Kid Gloves”, “T. 

Henry Asche & Co”, and a saloon sign.  At street 

level, to the left, is a newsstand.  

304.  “B 98.  Mrs. Mark Hopkins and Gov. 

Stanford Mansions, S.F., Cal.  Taber Photo., San 

Francisco.”  A boudoir size photograph of two of 

the grand homes on Nob Hill, both of which 

burned in the 1906 fire. 

305.  “B 100  Mrs. Mark Hopkins’ Residence, 

S.F., Cal.  Taber Photo., San Francisco.”  The title 

suggests this boudoir size photo was taken after 

railroad tycoon Mark Hopkins died in 1879 and 

the death of Mrs. Hopkins in 1891.  The Mark 

Hopkins Hotel now stands on the site of the 

mansion which was destroyed in 1906. 

306.  “B 207.  Telegraph Hill and Goat Island, 

San Francisco.  Taber Photo., San Francisco.”  

Boudoir view on a commercial mount looking 

down onto a portion of the city with 

Washington Square visible to the left and Goat 

Island in the background to right of center. 



307.  “B 522  Market Street from Third Street, 

San Francisco, looking east.  Taber Photo., San 

Francisco.”  An amazing unmounted boudoir 

size photograph of a busy Market Street full of 

horse-drawn street cars, wagons, buggies, a 

cable car, and a saddled horse.  Many people 

are on the sidewalks along both sides of the 

business building lined street.  Taber shot this 

view in 1882, a block from his studio.  Fantastic 

image of a pre-fire San Francisco! 

308.  “B 522  Market Street from Third Street, 

San Francisco, looking east.  Taber Photo., San 

Francisco.”  This is the larger 8” x 10” view, 

mounted on linen, from whose negative the 

above boudoir size image was made.  Many 

more signs and tops of buildings are visible. 

309.  “B 589  The Golden Gate from Telegraph 

Hill, San Francisco.  Taber Photo., San 

Francisco.”  The  boudoir sized view looks 

northwest from the hill down what appears to 

be Lombard Street towards the Presidio in the 

distance. 

310.  “B 871  San Francisco Bay, and Telegraph 

Hill.  Taber Photo., San Francisco.”  Interesting 

boudoir size view on a thin 6 ¾” x 9 7/8” mount 

from the water looking towards Telegraph Hill 

with a number of sailing ships visible along the 

bay shoreline.   

311.  “B 924  Instantaneous View of Market St., 

S.F.  Taber Photo., San Francisco.”  4 7/8” x 7 ¾” 

unmounted photograph of a busy street scene 

with multiple horse-drawn vehicles and 



pedestrians.  Some visible street signs.  The 

view was taken from Sixth Street looking east 

312.  “B 944  San Francisco, from Pine and 

California Streets.  Taber Photo., San Francisco.”  

This boudoir view looks out over the city from a 

high vantage point toward the bay in the 

distance.  The imprint on the back of the mount 

shows an image of Taber’s photographic parlors 

at 8 Montgomery Street. 

313.  “B 1147  an Francisco Bay.  Mt. Diablo, 

Oakland, Goat Island, from Telegraph Hill.  

Taber Photo.,...”  Boudoir view showing two 

sailing ships tied up to docks and seven other 

ships anchored in the bay with Goat Island in 

the background. 

314.  “B 1740  San Francisco – Bay View – 

Wharves between Market and Mission Streets.  

Taber Photo., San Fr…”  Boudoir size 

photograph on a thin mount, approximately 8 

½” x 9 ¾”.  View is from the water looking 

towards the shoreline where multiple sailing 

ships are tied up. 

 

315.  “B 3241  The Seal Rock Beach, S.F.  Taber 

Photo., San Francisco, Cal. – 188_.”  Boudoir 

view looking down the bluff from the Cliff 

House toward the grand hotel at Seal Rock 

Beach.  The mount has been skinned, making it 

less thick than it was originally. 

316.  “B 3244  Market Street Cable Car and 

Ferry Terminus., S.F.  Taber Photo., San 

Francisco.”  Boudoir view showing cable cars, 

wagons, several carriages, and the Russ House 

stage in front of the ferry terminal.  The mount 

has been skinned, making it less thick than it 

was originally. 

 


